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ABSTRACT

This study focuses on the role of the European Union in promoting regional integration,
sustainable development and conflict resolution in Somalia. The main objectives of the study
were to assess the role of European Union in in promoting regional integration, sustainable
development, and conflict resolution in Somalia, the challenges hindering the role of European
Union in promoting regional integration, sustainable development, and conflict resolution in
Somalia. The study employed qualitative research approach to gain sound and empirical
understanding on the role of the European Union in promoting regional integration, sustainable
development and conflict resolution in Somalia. The researcher used an extensive documentary
review tool to gather existing knowledge and insights on the role of the European Union in
promoting regional integration, sustainable development and conflict resolution in Somalia.

The findings of the study on the role of the EU in promoting regional integration in Somalia
includes: Supporting the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), promoting political
dialogue and reconciliation, enhancing economic development and trade, providing
humanitarian aid and development assistance; the role of the EU in promoting sustainable
development entails: Supporting agriculture and food security, enhancing access to clean water
and sanitation, promoting renewable energy and climate change resilience, strengthening
governance and institutions, the role of EU in conflict resolution in Somalia includes:
supporting political dialogue and reconciliation, providing humanitarian aid and development
assistance, and supporting regional peacekeeping efforts; the challenges hindering the role of
EU in promoting regional integration, sustainable development, and conflict resolution in
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Somalia include: political instability, weak governance structure, limited resources and funding
and cultural and ethnic fragmentation. The study recommends that to enhance the role of the
European Union (EU) in promoting regional integration, sustainable development, and conflict
resolution in Somalia there should be strengthening political engagement, increasing financial
Support, focusing on security sector reform, promotion of economic development and job
creation and strengthening regional cooperation.

Keywords: Somalia, European Union, Regional integration, Sustainable development, Conflict
resolution

1. INTRODUCTION

Somalia as a country has faced significant challenges in achieving regional integration,
sustainable development, and conflict resolution. In recent years, the European Union (EU) has
emerged as the key actor in supporting Somalia’s progress in these areas (Hauck, V., 2023).
Regional integration is essential for Somalia’s stability and development. By fostering
collaboration, trust, and cooperation among regional actors, regional integration can contribute to
economic growth, security, and political stability. The European Union (EU) has been actively
engaged in promoting regional integration in Somalia through its partnership with the
Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) (Arconada-Ledesma, P., 2021). This
cooperation has facilitated dialogue and coordination among Somali stakeholders, as well as
between Somalia and its neighboring countries (Delegation of the European Union to Somalia,
2019). Sustainable development is another critical aspect of Somalia’s progress. The country has
faced immense challenges in areas such as education, healthcare, infrastructure, and agriculture
(Menkhaus, K., 2014).

The European Union (EU) has recognized the importance of sustainable development in Somalia
and has committed significant financial resources to support various development projects.
Through initiatives such as the European Development Fund (EDF), the European Union (EU)
has focused on improving the livelihoods of Somali citizens, promoting economic growth, and
enhancing the overall development of the country (European External Action Service, 2019).
Conflict resolution remains a pressing issue in Somalia, as the country has experienced

prolonged periods of violence and instability. The European Union (EU) has actively supported
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peace and stability in Somalia by providing financial assistance to the African Union Mission in
Somalia (AMISOM). AMISOM plays a crucial role in combating terrorism and stabilizing the
country (Rodriguez, J.F., 2016). Additionally, the European Union (EU) has supported initiatives
aimed at promoting dialogue and reconciliation among Somali stakeholders, such as the Somali
Compact and the New Partnership for Somalia (European External Action Service, 2019). These
efforts have contributed to reducing violence, strengthening governance structures, and creating
an environment conducive to sustainable peace. The European Union’s role in promoting
regional integration, sustainable development, and conflict resolution in Somalia is of paramount
importance (European Commission, 2023). By engaging with regional organizations like IGAD,
providing financial support for development projects, and contributing to peacebuilding efforts,
the European Union has demonstrated its commitment to supporting Somalia's progress

(European Commission, 2023).

However, despite the European Union’s efforts in promoting regional integration, sustainable
development, and conflict resolution in Somalia, the EU's role in promoting regional integration,
sustainable development, and conflict resolution in Somalia is hindered by challenges which they
entail: Firstly, there lack of political stability and security in Somalia poses a significant
challenge to the EU’s efforts (European Commission, 2023) since country has been plagued by
ongoing conflicts, terrorist activities, and political instability, hindering the implementation of
development projects and impeding regional integration (European External Action Service,
2019). Secondly, there is limited coordination and cooperation among Somali stakeholders that
pose a challenge to the EU’s regional integration initiatives. Somalia's fragmented political
landscape, with various regional administrations and clans, makes it challenging to achieve a
unified approach towards regional integration (Arconada-Ledesma, P., 2021; Delegation of the
European Union to Somalia, 2019). Thirdly, the socio-economic challenges faced by Somalia,
such as poverty, unemployment, and inadequate infrastructure, hinder sustainable development
efforts. Despite the EU’s financial support through initiatives like the European Development
Fund (EDF), the scale of these challenges requires sustained and comprehensive interventions
(European External Action Service, 2019). Lastly, the EU’s limited influence in shaping

Somalia's internal political dynamics presents a challenge to its conflict resolution efforts. While
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the EU has supported initiatives like the Somali Compact and the New Partnership for Somalia,
the country's complex political landscape and power struggles among different factions make it
difficult to achieve lasting peace (European External Action Service, 2019). Although there is
existing literature on the role of the European Union (EU) in promoting regional integration,
sustainable development, and conflict resolution in Somalia, there is a lack of comprehensive
research that examines the EU’s role in promoting regional integration, sustainable development
and conflict resolution in Somalia. Thus, the role of the EU in promoting regional integration,
sustainable development, and conflict resolution in Somalia requires comprehensive research
that would contribute to a better understanding of the EU’s effectiveness in addressing the
complex challenges faced by Somalia and provide valuable insights for policymakers,
practitioners, and scholars working in this field. Therefore, this study aims to assess the role of
European Union in in promoting regional integration, sustainable development, and conflict
resolution in Somalia, the challenges hindering the role of European Union in promoting regional
integration, sustainable development, and conflict resolution in Somalia and then provide the
necessary recommendations that are effective to improve the role of European Union in

promoting regional integration, sustainable development, and conflict resolution in Somalia.

2. THE METHODOLOGY

The study employed qualitative research approach to gain sound and empirical understanding on
the role of the European Union in promoting regional integration, sustainable development and
conflict resolution in Somalia. The researcher used an extensive documentary review tool to
gather existing knowledge and insights on the role of the European Union in promoting regional
integration, sustainable development and conflict resolution in Somalia. The researcher reviewed
academic articles, reports, policy documents, and other relevant sources to understand the role of
the European Union in promoting regional integration, sustainable development and conflict
resolution in Somalia and the challenges hindering the role of the European Union in promoting
regional integration, sustainable development and conflict resolution in Somalia. The study
employed qualitative analysis methods to gain a deeper understanding of the role of the
European Union in promoting regional integration, sustainable development and conflict

resolution in Somalia. This study conducted thematic analysis of the qualitative data collected
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from various sources. Qualitative analysis provided rich insights into the role of the European
Union in promoting regional integration, sustainable development and conflict resolution in
Somalia and the challenges hindering the role of the European Union in promoting regional

integration, sustainable development and conflict resolution in Somalia.

3. THE FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION OF THE STUDY

The findings of the study on the role of the European Union in promoting regional integration,
sustainable development and conflict resolution in Somalia and challenges hindering the role of
the European Union in promoting regional integration, sustainable development and conflict
resolution in Somalia as well as the necessary recommendations to improve the role of the
European Union in promoting regional integration, sustainable development and conflict

resolution in Somalia encompass the following:

3.1. THE ROLE OF THE EU IN PROMOTING REGIONAL INTEGRATION IN
SOMALIA

The European Union (EU) has played a significant role in promoting regional integration in
Somalia. Through various initiatives and support, the EU has worked towards fostering stability,

peace, and development in the country in the following ways:

1. Supporting the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM). The EU has been a major
contributor to AMISOM, providing financial support and logistical assistance to the mission.
AMISOM is a regional peacekeeping force deployed in Somalia to support the Federal
Government of Somalia in stabilizing the country and countering threats from extremist groups.
The EU has been instrumental in the training and capacity-building of AMISOM troops, helping
to enhance regional cooperation and coordination in Somalia's security efforts (Arconada-

Ledesma, P., 2021; European External Action Service, 2021)

2. Promoting political dialogue and reconciliation. The EU has actively supported political

dialogue and reconciliation processes in Somalia, aiming to foster regional integration and
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stability. The EU has provided financial and technical assistance to facilitate talks between
Somali political leaders and stakeholders, including through the EU-funded "Support to the
Federalization Process in Somalia" program. This support has contributed to the establishment of
regional administrations in Somalia, promoting decentralization and regional integration (Hirsch,

J.L., 2018; European Union, 2021)

3. Enhancing economic development and trade. The EU has been a key partner in promoting
economic development and trade in Somalia. Through initiatives like the European Union
Emergency Trust Fund for Africa, the EU has supported projects focused on job creation,
infrastructure development, and strengthening the private sector in Somalia. Additionally, the EU
has provided trade incentives, such as the "Everything But Arms" initiative, which grants duty-
free and quota-free access to the EU market for Somali exports. These efforts have helped to
promote economic integration within the region and improve Somalia's trade relations (Hauck,

V., 2023; European Commission, 2021)

4. Providing humanitarian aid and development assistance. The EU has been a major donor of
humanitarian aid and development assistance to Somalia. The EU's support has been crucial in
addressing humanitarian crises, such as droughts and food insecurity, in the country.
Additionally, the EU has funded development projects aimed at improving access to education,
healthcare, and basic services in Somalia, contributing to regional development and integration
(Hauck, V., 2023; European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations, 2021).

In conclusion, the EU has played a significant role in promoting regional integration in Somalia
through its support for AMISOM, political dialogue and reconciliation, economic development
and trade, and humanitarian aid and development assistance. These efforts have helped to foster

stability, peace, and development in Somalia and contribute to regional integration.

3.2. THE ROLE OF THE EU IN PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN
SOMALIA
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The role of European Union (EU) in promoting sustainable development in Somalia through
various initiatives and support encompass the following:

1. Supporting agriculture and food security. The EU has been a major contributor to improving
agriculture and food security in Somalia. Through programs like the "Supporting Horn of Africa
Resilience" (SHARE), the EU has provided financial and technical assistance to enhance
agricultural productivity, strengthen value chains, and promote sustainable farming practices.
This support has helped to improve food security, increase incomes for farmers, and contribute to

sustainable development in the country (European Commission, 2021).

2. Enhancing access to clean water and sanitation. The EU has been actively involved in
improving access to clean water and sanitation facilities in Somalia. Through initiatives like the
Water for Agro-pastoral Livelihoods in Somalia (WALIS) program, the EU has supported the
construction and rehabilitation of water supply systems, as well as the promotion of good
hygiene practices. This assistance has contributed to improving health outcomes, reducing
waterborne diseases, and promoting sustainable water management in Somalia (European

Commission, 2021; European Commission, 2022).

3. Promoting renewable energy and climate change resilience. The EU has been a key partner in
promoting renewable energy and climate change resilience in Somalia. Through initiatives like
the "Energizing Development" program, the EU has supported the development and deployment
of renewable energy technologies, such as solar power, in rural areas of Somalia. This support
has helped to increase access to clean energy, reduce dependence on fossil fuels, and enhance
climate change resilience in the country (European Commission, 2021; Arconada-Ledesma, P.,

2021).)

4. Strengthening governance and institutions. The EU has provided support to strengthen
governance and institutions in Somalia, which is crucial for sustainable development. Through
programs like the "Support to the Federalization Process in Somalia" initiative, the EU has
helped to build the capacity of government institutions, promote transparency, and improve

public financial management. This assistance has contributed to enhancing the effectiveness and
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accountability of institutions, laying the foundation for sustainable development in Somalia
(Arconada-Ledesma, P., 2021; European Union, 2021).

In conclusion, the EU has played a significant role in promoting sustainable development in
Somalia through its support for agriculture and food security, access to clean water and
sanitation, renewable energy and climate change resilience, and strengthening governance and
institutions. These efforts have contributed to improving livelihoods, enhancing environmental

sustainability, and fostering long-term development in Somalia.

3.3. THE ROLE OF EU IN CONFLICT RESOLUTION IN SOMALIA

The role of European Union (EU) in conflict resolution efforts in Somalia entails the following:

1. Supporting political dialogue and reconciliation. The EU has actively supported political
dialogue and reconciliation processes in Somalia. Through initiatives like the “Support to the
Federalization Process in Somalia” program, the EU has provided financial and technical
assistance to facilitate talks between Somali political leaders and stakeholders. This support has
helped to foster inclusive governance, promote dialogue, and build consensus among different

political actors, contributing to conflict resolution in Somalia (European Union, 2021).

2. Supporting peacebuilding and security sector reform. The EU has been a key partner in
supporting peacebuilding and security sector reform in Somalia. Through initiatives like the "EU
Capacity Building Mission in Somalia" (EUCAP Somalia), the EU has provided training,
mentoring, and advisory support to Somali security forces and institutions. This assistance has
helped to strengthen the capacity and professionalism of Somali security forces, enhance
coordination among different security actors, and contribute to the stabilization and conflict

resolution efforts in Somalia (European External Action Service, 2021; Rodriguez, J.F., 2016).

3. Providing humanitarian aid and development assistance. The EU has been a major donor of
humanitarian aid and development assistance to Somalia. Through its humanitarian and
development programs, the EU has supported efforts to address the root causes of conflict,

promote social cohesion, and enhance resilience in Somalia. This assistance has contributed to

54



Multidisciplinary ISSN: 2959-4154
Journal of Horseed Special Issue

International
November 30, 2023

l!J University

conflict resolution by addressing the needs of vulnerable populations, promoting sustainable
development, and reducing the risk of conflict recurrence (European Civil Protection and

Humanitarian Aid Operations, 2021; Hauck, V., 2023).

4. Supporting regional peacekeeping efforts. The EU has played a significant role in supporting
regional peacekeeping efforts in Somalia. The EU has been a major contributor to the African
Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), providing financial support and logistical assistance to
the mission. AMISOM is a regional peacekeeping force deployed in Somalia to support the
Federal Government of Somalia in stabilizing the country and countering threats from extremist
groups. The EU's support to AMISOM has helped to enhance regional cooperation, strengthen
peacekeeping capabilities, and contribute to conflict resolution in Somalia (European External
Action Service, 2021; Hauck, V. 2023).

In conclusion, the EU has played a crucial role in conflict resolution in Somalia through its
support for political dialogue and reconciliation, peacebuilding and security sector reform,
humanitarian aid and development assistance, and regional peacekeeping efforts. These efforts

have contributed to fostering stability, promoting dialogue, and building resilience in Somalia.

3.4. THE CHALLENGES HINDERING THE ROLE OF EU IN PROMOTING
REGIONAL INTEGRATION, SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, AND CONFLICT
RESOLUTION IN SOMALIA

The European Union (EU) has been actively involved in promoting regional integration,
sustainable development, and conflict resolution in Somalia. However, the following challenges

hinder its role in achieving these objectives:

1. Political Instability. Somalia has faced political instability for several decades, which has
hindered progress in regional integration, sustainable development, and conflict resolution. The
lack of a stable political environment makes it challenging for the EU to effectively engage with

the Somali government and local authorities. Additionally, the presence of various armed groups
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and the ongoing insurgency by Al-Shabaab further complicates the situation (European

Commission 2023; European Union External Action, 2021).

2. Weak Governance Structures. Somalia's weak governance structures pose a significant
challenge to the EU's efforts. The absence of an effective central government and weak state
institutions make it difficult to implement development and integration initiatives. The EU has
been providing support to strengthen governance structures, but progress remains slow due to the
complex political landscape (Arconada-Ledesma, P., 2021; European Union External Action,

2021).

3. Limited Resources and Funding. The EU faces limitations in terms of resources and funding
for its initiatives in Somalia. Despite being one of the largest donors to Somalia, the EU's
financial contributions are constrained by competing priorities and budget constraints. This limits
the EU's ability to fully address the multifaceted challenges in the country (Arconada-Ledesma,
P., 2021; European Union External Action, 2021).

4. Security Concerns. Security challenges in Somalia pose a significant obstacle to the EU's role
in promoting regional integration, sustainable development, and conflict resolution. The presence
of armed groups, piracy, and a lack of law enforcement capacity undermine efforts to create a
secure environment for development initiatives to thrive. The EU has been supporting security
sector reform, but the progress is hindered by the volatile security situation (European

Commission 2023; European Union External Action, 2021).

5. Cultural and Ethnic Fragmentation. Somalia is characterized by deep-rooted cultural and
ethnic divisions, which present obstacles to regional integration and conflict resolution. These
divisions have been exploited by various actors for political and economic gain, hampering
efforts to build a cohesive and inclusive society. The EU's engagement in addressing these
divisions requires a nuanced understanding of local dynamics and cultural sensitivities (United

Nations Development Programme, 2021; European Commission 2023).
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In conclusion, the EU faces several challenges in promoting regional integration, sustainable
development, and conflict resolution in Somalia. These challenges include political instability,
weak governance structures, limited resources, security concerns, and cultural and ethnic
fragmentation. Overcoming these obstacles requires sustained efforts, strategic partnerships, and

a comprehensive approach that addresses the complex dynamics in Somalia.

5. CONCLUSION

In conclusion, this research study has examined the role of the European Union (EU) in
promoting regional integration, sustainable development, and conflict resolution in Somalia.
Through a comprehensive analysis of various factors, it becomes clear that firstly, the EU has
played a significant role in promoting regional integration in Somalia includes: Supporting the
African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), promoting political dialogue and reconciliation,
enhancing economic development and trade, providing humanitarian aid and development
assistance; secondly, EU has played a great role in promoting sustainable development entails:
Supporting agriculture and food security, enhancing access to clean water and sanitation,
promoting renewable energy and climate change resilience, strengthening governance and
institutions; and lastly the EU played a meritorious role in conflict resolution in Somalia which
entail: supporting political dialogue and reconciliation, providing humanitarian aid and
development assistance, and supporting regional peacekeeping efforts. However the EU faced
several challenges that hindered the role of EU in promoting regional integration, sustainable
development, and conflict resolution in Somalia such as political instability, weak governance
structure, limited resources and funding and cultural and ethnic fragmentation. The stud
recommended that the EU should continue to prioritize local ownership, inclusivity, and the
empowerment of Somali institutions and communities to ensure the long-term sustainability and

effectiveness of its interventions.

6. RECOMMENDATIONS
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To enhance the role of the European Union (EU) in promoting regional integration, sustainable
development, and conflict resolution in Somalia, the following recommendations can be
considered:

1. Strengthen Political Engagement. The EU should continue engaging with Somali political
actors to foster stability and inclusivity. This includes supporting efforts towards political
reconciliation, strengthening governance structures, and promoting dialogue among different
stakeholders. The EU should also encourage the Somali government to prioritize political

reforms and ensure the participation of marginalized groups in decision-making processes.

2. Increase Financial Support. The EU should explore avenues to increase financial support for
Somalia's development initiatives. This can be achieved through mobilizing additional resources,
leveraging partnerships with other international donors, and prioritizing funding for key sectors
such as education, healthcare, infrastructure, and agriculture. It is important to ensure that

financial assistance is aligned with the priorities and needs of the Somali people.

3. Focus on Security Sector Reform. Given the significant security challenges in Somalia, the EU
should continue its support for security sector reform efforts. This includes providing training,
equipment, and capacity-building support to Somali security forces. Additionally, the EU should
collaborate with regional and international partners to address transnational threats such as

terrorism, piracy, and illicit trafficking.

4. Promote Economic Development and Job Creation. Sustainable development in Somalia
requires a focus on economic growth and job creation. The EU should invest in vocational
training programs, entrepreneurship initiatives, and infrastructure development to stimulate
economic opportunities. By supporting the private sector and creating an enabling environment
for investment, the EU can contribute to poverty reduction and sustainable economic

development.

5. Strengthen Regional Cooperation. Regional integration plays a crucial role in promoting

stability and development in Somalia. The EU should support regional organizations such as the
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African Union and the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) in their efforts to
facilitate dialogue, cooperation, and conflict resolution among regional actors. This can
contribute to addressing cross-border issues, promoting trade and investment, and fostering

regional stability.

6. Enhance Cultural Understanding and Local Ownership. The EU should prioritize cultural
understanding and local ownership in its interventions. This includes engaging with Somali civil
society organizations, traditional leaders, and community representatives to ensure that
development projects are tailored to local needs and aspirations. The EU should also promote
cultural exchange programs, dialogue initiatives, and educational opportunities to foster mutual

understanding and cooperation.

7. Monitor and Evaluate Progress. It is crucial for the EU to establish robust monitoring and
evaluation mechanisms to assess the impact of its interventions. This will enable the EU to
identify areas of success and areas that require improvement, ensuring that resources are
allocated effectively and results are achieved. Regular monitoring and evaluation will also

contribute to transparency and accountability in EU-funded projects.

In conclusion, by implementing these recommendations, the EU can enhance its role in
promoting regional integration, sustainable development, and conflict resolution in Somalia.
These measures require a comprehensive and coordinated approach that addresses political,
economic, security, and social dimensions to support Somalia's long-term stability and

prosperity.
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